West of England Basketball Association (WEBBA)
Minutes of the Annual General Meeting 2015 held at Police HQ on
Tuesday 23 June 2015

1. Present
Members of committee: Martin King (MK), Derek Rees (DR), Alex Belkner
(AB1) Tony Malley (TM), Andy Smith (AS), Richard Wills (RW), Andrew
Broughton (AB2), Rob Fergusson (RF)
Member Clubs Represented: A&S Police, Braves, Bulls, Knights, Cardiff,
Cavaliers, Dynamo, Empees, Lockleaze, Mavericks, Nailsea, North Somerset
Comets, Olympiad, Olympus Jets, Flames, Shock, Southside, Speedwell,
Silverbacks, Totterdown, UWE, and Wiltshire Wolves.
2. Apologies
John Rubery (JR), Weston Raiders
3. Minutes from AGM 2014
The Chair (MK) as a true and correct record of those proceedings signed
these.
4. Officer’s Reports
4.1. Treasurer






Please see at the end of these minutes League and Development
Accounts.
The balances are broadly decreasing, and as a result, league fees are
increasing for the 2015/16 season.
Olympiad asked for a breakdown of what expenses the committee
incurred. The response was that they were primarily included travel for
the 10 members to attend the 11 committee meetings over the season,
and over £300 in disciplinary costs. We have considered
teleconferencing, but this was not seen as a viable alternative.
There is a view that we should be doing more development work as the
development fund is looking relatively healthy.

4.2. Men’s Competitions Secretary
This report is available on the WEBBA website – there were no questions
asked.
4.3. Women’s Competitions Secretary
This has been a relatively smooth season.
 League winners were Braves,
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Cup winners were Firestorm,
Trophy winners were Bantams.

There is a Facebook group ‘Webba Womens League’ for information
exchange, please use it for extra info sharing.

4.4. Technical Secretary
Courses



We ran 2 level 2 table officials courses and a referee’s course over
the season. Some of the new refs are learning the ropes at the
WISE Summer League.
The next refs course is planned for Sept/Oct at WISE

Upgrading of Officials


WEBBA will always give consideration of financial support to local
officials (both referees and table officials) who would like to improve
their officiating skills. England Basketball and their regions organise
upgrading courses during the year and local officials are encouraged
to make use these opportunities. If you know of anyone in your club
who might be interested in attending such a course in the future,
please ask them to contact TM.

4.5. Referees Secretary






AB2 thanked TM for his efforts over the last years.
All games were played this season, and there were fewer
disciplinary events, so overall good. However, there is too much
burden on too few refs, and this is unsustainable.
AB2 has reffed this season with ALL active refs, on ALL home courts
and is now in a better position to understand the vagaries of the role.
We will NOT accept league entries for next season without a names
referee per team.
AB2 handed out an info sheet to all attendees detailing changes for
next year
a. Next year we need 1 ref per TEAM (not club, as it is currently)
b. Refs appointments will be communicated via the WEBBA
website, not via email
c. Appointment requests:
i. On the 13th of each month, Refs Secretary will request
availability for the following month from all referees
ii. This must be submitted by the 20th
iii. By the 27th (at the latest) appointments will be available
on the website
iv. If refs miss the 20th deadline, the team will be responsible
for finding refs for their home games for the following
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month – AFTER the 27th (when the regular appointments
are available on the website)
d. In order to make finding refs easier, contact details to be made
available on the website via a closed community (password
protected, for data protection purposes.
This method should also mean we use independent referees less
frequently.
We will also look to ensure all required information is available on
the website.

4.6. General Secretary




The committee met 11 times during the past season – on
We met mainly at Wise.
RW offered thanks to the rest of the committee for helping to
complete the minutes and complete the actions from meetings in a
timely manner.

4.7. Registrar


No report available. When we receive a report we will add it here,
and update the minutes. This year’s registrar is not seeking reelection, and thus this position is vacant.

4.8. Webmaster/Results Secretary




We are waiting for the details of only 2 games for the entire season.
We will be looking to use the website more next season as a primary
method of getting information out to teams.
As AB2 mentioned, we will have a restricted access area where
contact details can be held. Club secretaries/referees will be given
this access.

4.9. Vice Chair




4.10.

There was the same number of disqualifications as last year (3).
One was for a retaliatory push following a foul, and 2 were for 2
technicals in a game.
However, last season the disqualifications for 2x technical wouldn’t
have resulted in disqualification.

Chair

3

West of England Basketball Association (WEBBA)





MK formally thanked the efforts of Andy Smith and Geoff Steer,
neither of whom is seeking re-election.
Last year we talked extensively about improving overall behaviour
towards referees, and it is improving, but could still be better.
We have had an influx of 15 new referees at the last course, so
things around lack of referees are looking more positive.
MK thanked everyone for a successful season.

5. Election of Officers
Treasurer

Derek Rees

Vice Chair

John Rubery

Referees Secretary

Andy Broughton

General Secretary

Richard Wills

Technical Secretary

Tony Malley

Women’s Competition Secretary

Alex Belkner

Webmaster/Results Secretary

Rob Ferguson

All were re-elected unopposed. P: Trowbridge S: Olympiad

Chair

Martin King

Re-elected unopposed. P: Cava S: Wolves

Registrar

VACANT

Men’s Competition Secretary

VACANT

Development Officer

VACANT

6. Close of formal meeting – 20:30

7. Informal session



Olympiad asked for clarification on referees fees and payment
process.
AB2 responded that the process is available on the website, but
simply, pay the referees what they are claiming, before the game. If
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the fees are considered too high, contact the treasurer with details,
who will consider a reimbursement, via the committee.
Wilts Wolves asked if there was any possibility of funding
assistance with his team who are primarily juniors (under 18) MK
responded that we would consider a proposal, as that’s what the
development fund ought to be used for.
Olympiad asked a similar question about funding of school age
players, the response was the same. Submit a request to the
treasurer, for consideration at committee.

There was a discussion about the Central Venue League, and its impact on
WEBBA. WEBBA supports the CVL as it is another way to encourage
basketball in the area.
There was discussion about how we could fill the Men’s Competition
Secretary role, and it was suggested that a role description on the website
might help. AS agreed to create one, this, at the time of writing is available on
the WEBBA web site.
It was also suggested that teams enquire if their gym has access to a heart
resuscitation unit. Any interest in another first aid course would be considered.
Meeting closed at 21:00. Our thanks go to A & S Police for hosting the
meeting.
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