West of England Basketball Association
Minutes of the Annual General Meeting 2015/16 Season
Abbeywood School on Wednesday 29th June 2016

1. Present
1.1. SpeedwellAces, Weston, Olympiad, Lockleaze, Wiltshire Wolves, UWE,
Totterdown, Swindon Shock Ladies, Cardiff, Mavericks, Dynamo????,
Knights, Hengrove Park, Wizards, Nailsea, Firestorm, Southside, Trowbridge
Phoenix Flames, Braves, Empees, Comets, Cavs, Olympus Jets, A&S
Police, Weston Wolverines (new team), Mig Goodwin (independent referee)
2. Apologies
2.1. John Rubery (Vice Chair), George Varney (Mens League Secretary), Silverbacks.

3. Minutes from AGM 2015
3.1. Agreed as a true representation of the meeting. Proposed by Olympiad,
seconded by Cavs.
4. Officer’s Reports
4.1. Treasurer: DR provided the league and development accounts (see
Appendix 1) The league account has almost broken even this year, but the
development account has reduced from £7849 to £4054 as it was deemed
that we were carrying too much in this account, and we should be looking to
fund more development in the area. We spend £1400 to fund refs at the
Flyers summer league, in order to give newly qualified refs the chance to get
some games in prior to the league season. This was not considered to be
good value for money, so we did not repeat this year. In addition, we funded
Flyers development coaching to support their coaching efforts in the
community, and for WEBBA members.
Weston asked what grants North Somerset Comets had received, and MK
responded that these had been development of junior players and had been
scrutinized and authorized by the committee before payment.
In summing up, DR stated that we had spent a lot of money this year, and that
we would look to be more circumspect for the 16/17 season.
4.2. Men’s Competitions Secretary: GV was absent, but sent a written report,
available as Appendix 2)
4.3. Women’s Competition Secretary: AB is confident that we will be able to run
a women’s cup competition next season, despite there not being enough
teams this season to do so. We started with 9 teams, but Gloucester dropped
out early, so the league ran with 8.
Looking at league entries for 16/17, there seem to be a lot of teams playing on
Sunday, so we’ll have to look carefully at fixtures and availability of refs before
accepting all of these entries.

Unfortunately, there has also been an impact this season where there is a
large disparity of team sizes over the league.
Mavericks asked if there was any way that trainee refs could be shared out
rather than them being used predominantly on women’s games. AB
responded that women’s games tend to be somewhat easier, and that was
the reason, but that we’d look into it for next season. We do try to have an
experienced ref with a trainee, but with last minute rearrangements this didn’t
always work out as planned.
4.4. Technical Secretary: TM submitted a written report (Appendix 3) and it was
accepted without any questions
4.5. General Secretary: RW explained that we had 11 meetings this year, mostly
at WISE, which seemed to work for most if not all.
We’ve also started to use Twitter, which is working well, but time consuming,
so if anyone has an interest, please contact anyone on the committee and
we’ll see how we can get you involved. Additionally, we’re looking to resurrect
the WEBBA Facebook page to run in parallel with the WEBBA Women’s
page.
Wolves asked if all these channels might not be a bit confusing, but RW
stated that each of them has a purpose, and key information for clubs, players
and refs that allow games to function will continue to use email and the web.
The new channels augment the traditional ones.
4.6. Registrar: Details of this seasons registrations are available in Appendix 4
Registrations for next season will open in September, watch out for emails for
club officials to detail how it’s all going to work next year
4.7. Results Secretary/Webmaster: RF’s report was short and sweet, results
came in, the website was updated. Please feel free to send information to RF
for inclusion on the website.
4.8. Vice-Chair: JR’s report is available in Appendix 5. As JR was not present,
MK made a point of repeating the last sentence, which stated
‘My congratulations, then, go to all players for ensuring that no disciplinary
meetings were deemed necessary. Long may it continue that way.’
Mig Goodwin suggested that this was also in part due to the way that referees
had contributed to games by their refereeing, which was agreed by all.

4.9. Chair; MKs report consisted of 3 main items
1. There will be NO pre-season meeting next season, everything you
need to know will be emailed to you

2. Refs meeting and table officials meeting WILL take place, the date is
still being finalized, and we’ll let you know as soon as possible
3. The annual Steve Ashton Memorial 3v3 happened at the end of the
season, and wasn’t as well supported as has been the case. MK and
Guy Coles suggest that we incorporate the tournament into a WEBBA
pre-season get together. There was broad agreement from the floor
that this was a good idea.
5. Any changes to the constitution of which notification has been given to the
Secretary
None Received

6. Election of Officers
Treasurer - Derek Rees
Vice Chair – John Rubery
Registrar – Matt Otridge
Technical Secretary - Tony Malley
Women’s Competition Secretary – Alex Belkner
Men’s Competition Secretary – George Varney
Results Secretary – Rob Fergusson
General Secretary - Richard Wills
Development Officer – Paul Munday
Referees Secretary – vacant
Chair – Martin King
With the exception of Referees Secretary and Chair, all of the sitting
committee members were re-elected en-mass following proposal by Police,
seconded by Wizards.
We have a vacancy for Referees Secretary as Andy Broughton is not seeking
re-election. MK thanked Andy for the effort he put into the job last season, and
explained the referee’s secretary role to those present, stressing that without
this role, the running of the league (and cup/trophy) will be severely impacted.
Nobody was proposed, and as a result we have a vacancy on the committee.
In lieu of the vice-chair, the treasurer took the chair to manage the election of
the new chair of the committee. Martin King was proposed by Empees,
seconded by Mavericks and was duly re-elected.

7. Close of formal meeting
The formal meeting closed at 8:27 pm
8. Informal session

The duties of the referee’s secretary were discussed, and in light of a new
secretary, and possible use of software to assist, it was seen as un-necessary
to unpick what had worked and what hadn’t this season.
Olympiad asked for a role description to see if a better understanding of the
role might entice anyone to take it on.
Comets asked if we might hold clinics for non-referees to see what refereeing
is all about.
Mig Goodwin asked if there was a move to reduce/remove independent refs
last year. MK answered no. MG then suggested allocating independent refs to
those clubs struggling to find the required number to allow league entry.
Committee to discuss.
Gordon Shovlin (Lockleaze) gave a brief update on WEBAA’s progress in the
GB Masters, and asked if there was any funding available to buy a new kit for
the over 50’s, and some court hire for some pre-tournament practice. This
was agreed in principle.

Officers Reports
Appendix 2 League Secretary
WEBBA Men’s Competition Secretary Report Season 2015-16
This was my first year in this role, one which I decided to undertake at the last minute. It
does require some significant work however help from the entire committee and patience
from teams has allowed for it to be an altogether positive experience, So its only fair to
thank everyone for this.
One thing that I have been admittedly behind on is dealing with fines and reimbursement
for rescheduled games.
My main goal for a season would always be to get as many games played as possible.
While there were seemingly a lot of rescheduled games, some at very short notice there
was just 1 1 game un-played in the league and just one more in the trophy competition.
Hopefully in the future we can work together to make sure as many fixtures are played
on the intended date; however due to life circumstances this is always understandable.
I feel that everyone would be satisfied with the amount of basketball they got this year;
and the level of competition in both divisions was quire impressive.
With just two divisions this year, there were clear top and bottom half’s of each table.
However many competitive games for all teams.
Division 2 was particularly competitive with a very good standard of the top teams
Eventually Lockleaze Mohawks proved the best winning their last 7 games; with their
only defeat coming to 2nd place rivals in Cavaliers 40. Congratulations to them.
Division 1 was won by a very strong and consistent Empees A team who won 20 of their
22 games. Hengrove Park, having won division 3 last year, didn’t miss a beat coming
2nd in the division 1 this season.

The Trophy competition saw many close games; with Weston raiders defeating division 2
runners up hengrove park 71-65.
The Cup final was equally as close with a braves 1 win over league winners empees A,
59-57.
Divison 2 Winners – Lockleaze Mohawks
Division 2 2nd place – Premier Inn Cavaliers 40
Division 1 Winners – Empees A
Division 1 2nd place – Hengrove Park
Trophy Winners – Weston Raiders
Trophy 2nd place – Hengrove Park
Cup Winners - Braves 1
Cup 2nd place – Empees A
Moving on to individual success’ Division 2 MVP went to Anton Pritchard who lead his
lockleaze mohawks team to 1st place. Division 1 MVP was awarded to Benas Andriekus
who’s 27.5 PPG were instrumental in Hengrove park’s successful season. Junior MVP
went to Marcin Kotowski from the Wilshire wolves.
Fair Play trophy was close, and Avon and Somerset police have went back to back; so
well done to them also.

Appendix 3 Registrar:
Table of Registrations
2013/2014 2014/2015

2015/2016

Numbers of Clubs registered

22

24

17

Club Administrators

23

26

15

Coaches

59

53

29

1

3

1

737

819

424

594

423

262

Coach Tutor

Players

Divided into

Senior

Under 18

144

220

71

Referees

55

46

45

Referee Tutor

1

1

0

Table Officials

72

89

61

Table official Tutor

1

1

0

Volunteer Statistician

4

5

2

Players can also be registered as coaches or referees and table officials which is why
separate do not add up to total number of players. Numbers are down significantly this season,
partly because of two Men's Divisions and partly because a greater number of teams registered to
other associations (such as Bristol Basketball Association, BUCS etc) than in the past. These teams
were charged a surcharge by WEBBA that helped bring up the Development Income to a similar
amount as in previous seasons.
Matthew Otridge, WEBBA Registrar.

Appendix 4 Technical Secretary:

WEST OF ENGLAND BASKETBALL ASSOCIATION
Technical Secretary, Tony Malley, 4 Blackbird Way, Frome, Somerset, BA11 2UR.
Tel/Fax 01373 471868
e-mail; tonymalley@aol.com
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________
__

TECHNICAL SECRETARY’S REPORT 2015-16
During last season Basketball England decided to re-write the syllabus of the Level 2 Referees Course, the entry
level for referees who wish to officiate at club level.
The result of this was that the course has become much longer, has been split into four modules and is now more
expensive. We attempted to run a course in September under the old syllabus but unfortunately not enough
candidates applied to make the course viable.
The reason behind the change was to try to improve the current standard of referees at club level. My argument
would be that because we, like many other areas in the country, are short of referees, we need to make the entry

level easier to encourage more people to become involved. Only then can we can look at strategies to improve
referees once they have shown a basic competence.
BE have suggested that areas and institutions could organise their own course but it would be extremely difficult
for us to organise suitable venues as we would have to book in advance 4 days (usually Sundays) over 4 months.
In the past, booking a venue over one weekend has proved difficult.
The result of the new scheme is that the provision of new officials has almost dried up. Gloucestershire ran a
successful course last season but they have the advantage of being able to use a facility at Gloucestershire
College which is the venue of their new Basketball Academy where they have first call on the facilities.
It has been suggested that we could run a course of our own based on the Level 1 syllabus but with a greater
practical element, but this would mean writing our own syllabus and providing teaching materials, something
which would take someone a considerable amount of their time.
The BE National Conference in September might offer an opportunity to find out if other areas have the same
problems as ourselves and to see what alternatives BE might have to the present unsatisfactory situation.
Upgrading of Officials
If you know of anyone at your club who would be interested in upgrading either as a Referee or Table Official,
please ask them to contact me. Money is available from the Development Fund to aid officials financially
should they be interested in attending an upgrading course.
Tony Malley

Appendix 5
Vice Chairman’s Report, Season 2015-2016

Apart from attendance at (most) Committee meetings, my role has once more been
concerned with dealing with incidents involving player discipline or its lack. I am delighted to
say that for the first time since the current procedures began to be developed some 20 years
ago, it has not been necessary to convene a meeting of a disciplinary panel.
There have been disqualifications but nothing has been reported that has not been
designated as a Level 1 offence. In total, there were six disqualifications. Two of these were
automatic where the players concerned were called twice for technical fouls. Three of them
were in one incident when there were the beginnings of a confrontation and all three stepped
on court. They, too, were automatically disqualified but the referees made it quite clear that
all three were young, said nothing and took no part in the confrontation: they simply did not
know the rules. There was only one disqualification involving contact when two players faced
up and one slapped the other on the face. This was apparently a very light touch, little more
than a joke, but actual contact had been made and the referees had no choice but to
disqualify.
In all cases, as with any disqualification, all six served the automatic one match ban for any
disqualification and in addition in each case a further suspended penalty of a two match ban
was imposed with an expiry date of about two thirds of a season.
My congratulations, then, go to all players for ensuring that no disciplinary meetings were
deemed necessary. Long may it continue that way.
John Rubery
June 2016.

